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Wider Opening of the School 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Following on from the Academy Trust letter that was uploaded onto the Website earlier this week, I 
am writing to inform you of our local arrangements, in regards to a wider opening of the school. 
 
Schools have been asked, by the government, to plan to open more widely from the 1st June 2020. 
We have decided that on the 5th June Y10 pupils will be invited in to school for a face to face 
conversation with a member of the senior team, with the aim of beginning a part-time timetable for 
Y10 from Monday 8th June. 
 
The school’s position echoes that set by the Shaw Education Trust: 
a) Our pupils and people will come first; safety will drive decision making; 
b) We will listen to all advice, guidance and recommendations issued by the government, 
Department for Education (DfE), and SAGE (Scientific Advisory Group for Emergencies); 
c) We recognise that whilst it is desirable for children to return to school, it must be done sensibly 
and safely. 
 
The wider opening will initially apply to Year 10 pupils only and I thank parents that have responded 
to our survey, recently conducted to establish numbers. Pupils will be sent a meeting time on 
Monday 1st June, via e-mail, and will only be in school initially for an approximate 15 minute 
meeting, no earlier than 8th June (date to be confirmed after 28th May). This is to establish any 
concerns pupils may have or worries about home learning or returning to school. Y10 will also be 
issued a timetable on this day. Furthermore, we will set out our expectations and explain changes to 
our policies (e.g. behaviour policy), in light of the social distancing and Covid-19 measures, to 
absolutely ensure safety. 
 
The Y10 timetable is not yet finalised as we are continually adapting it to ensure the upmost safety 
and minimal contact time for pupils and staff. There will be a staggered time to the beginning and 
end of the day, with half of the year group in school for the morning, studying Mathematics, English 
and Science, they will then leave and go home. Pupils will be expected and supported to continue 
with home learning. The other half of the year group will attend an afternoon session and will study 
the option block subjects. This will minimise the time in school and all pupils will have lunch at 
home. There will be a 10 minute break during the sessions, in the classrooms and this will be fully 
supervised. This will be explained to Y10 students when they receive their timetable during their 
face to face meeting on the 5th June. 
 
Pupils will remain in their allocated classroom where possible and staff will rotate to the allocated 
rooms. Movement around school and toilet breaks will be minimised and pupils will be supervised at 
all times, to ensure they observe social distancing measures. All staff will give reminders about 
personal cleanliness (e.g. washing hands and ‘catch it, bin it’ etc.) Pupils will be allocated a group of 
no more than 10-12 pupils at any time. Desks are spaced to the 2 metre recommendation. Work 
stations will be cleaned thoroughly by the site staff each day. You may have seen the images that we 
have posted on social media, to reassure parents, of the measures we have in place. 



 

 
The site team have worked incredibly hard to ensure all safety measures are in place and I am 
confident that our pupils will adhere to the new measures. Signage is clear and we have the hand gel 
and wipes that are recommended. In preparation for a wider opening another full risk assessment is 
taking place, in order that we assess and manage any potential risks. 
We will ensure a culture of support and guidance when our pupils return. The focus will be very 
much around giving emotional support, if needed, and a very realistic and sensible approach to 
learning recovery. I must say at this point that our pupils have been amazing in keeping up with their 
studies and communicating with teachers. As many of you know I live in our local community and to 
the credit of our parents and pupils, I have not seen any of our pupils socialising or meeting in 
groups. I can only say how proud I am of them and a massive well done. Although, I would not have 
expected anything less than full co-operation, from our school community, in these unprecedented 
times. 
I completely appreciate and understand that parents and pupils may be anxious at this time. 
Therefore, I would welcome and urge any parents that may still have concerns, to contact me. We 
can arrange a visit to the reception area to observe the measures we have in place, or even a phone 
call to have a chat, if necessary. In addition, Heads of Learning will be available on Tuesday 2nd and 
Wednesday 3rd of June (times to be confirmed) to receive phone calls from parents. This will afford 
parents the opportunity to discuss any concerns regarding emotional support, anxieties or any other 
issues, before our Year 10 pupils return. 
 
It is important to note, as you will appreciate, that whilst we will make every effort to manage risk 
throughout this pandemic, effectively assessing and mitigating risk, does not eradicate risk. Whilst 
every precaution will be taken by the school, we cannot guarantee, or provide certainty, around 
infection likelihood, or transfer. 
 
The 28th May 2020 is when the government will make further announcements regarding their 
expectations. In accordance with government guidance there is currently no scheduled return date 
for Y7-9 this term. However, the school is currently open and will remain open to pupils that meet 
the Government criteria (e.g. key workers). In terms of planning for wider opening, year groups will 
be prioritised; and group sizes appropriately modified. We will update the Website and I will write to 
inform you of any changes after the announcement, via letter and the school Website. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank parents for the support that you have given to the 
school, in regards to home learning, encouraging your child to study and engage with teachers. 
Throughout this pandemic it is evident that we have very strong links with parents and have further 
built on those positive relationships on a regular basis, ensuring the best provision, under very 
challenging circumstances, for our young people. This is a strength of our community and on our 
return, I feel sure we will continue to build on this. 
 
Please remember that it is half term next week and you all need to take a break and have quality 
time with family, friends, pets and whatever you enjoy. 
 
Take care and stay safe. 
 
Kindest regards, 
 
 
 
Mrs K Mitchell 


